ASTEE Research Committee


Mission Statement: To advance the field of trace evidence forensic science through the promotion of research; to enable fruitful collaborations between practitioners, academics, and interns; and to ensure this research is carried out in a scientifically sound, thorough, and publishable manner.

Objectives:

· To inquire about practical needs that would be met through research from forensic analysts and organizations.

· To provide a list of these trace evidence research topics to practitioners, students, and academic institutions seeking practical research ideas that would benefit caseworkers.

· To connect researchers seeking projects with ASTEE members who are caseworkers with the expertise and time to provide the guidance to enable the execution of the project in a scientifically sound, thorough, and publishable manner.

· To provide a list of research funding resources.

· To receive and evaluate research proposals.

· To evaluate research award applications and forward on to the Awards Committee.

· To encourage publication of trace evidence research in peer-reviewed journals.

· To evaluate past research partnerships to improve upon future partnerships

· To provide an evaluation of research proposals for which a grant application letter of support has been solicited from ASTEE.

Research Partnership Steps

1. A list of trace evidence-related research topics and ideas is available on the ASTEE website. Projects can be selected from this list, or the researcher may propose their own research idea.

2. Once a project is chosen the researcher(s) may contact the Research Committee with a research proposal. 

3. The Research Committee will then attempt to connect the researcher(s) with one or more practitioners who are knowledgeable in the sub-discipline related to the chosen project.

4. From here, the level of structure will be determined and agreed upon by the researcher(s) and practitioner(s). 

a. Formal Pathway: A structured partnership will be created between an individual conducting research in the field of trace evidence and a practitioner with expertise directly related to the research topic. Both parties are committed to participate in the process, and are encouraged to establish clear goals and expectations, regular progress evaluations, as well as a final evaluation. This pathway is encouraged for students who are relying heavily on the practitioner for guidance throughout their research project. Please see the Formal Pathway document for further information.

b. Informal Pathway: Individuals conducting research in the field of trace evidence will be connected with practitioners who are experts in the sub-discipline of interest. Once the researcher and practitioner are in contact, they are free to define their respective roles. 

5. The Research Committee requests a final summary describing the completed project's outcome based on the opinions of each individual party in order to improve future partnerships. This includes each of the practitioner(s), the researcher(s), and any involved supervisors or faculty.

6. The Research Committee also requests that the research results are submitted for publication in JASTEE or another forensic scientific journal in a timely manner. 

a. All parties will be acknowledged appropriately, to include co-authorship as merited.

b. All parties will be allowed multiple opportunities to review the paper before it is formally submitted.

7. Once your project is accepted for publication, please forward this information to the Research Committee so we acknowledge your accomplishments in the ASTEE newsletter and make the ASTEE community aware of your publication.

8. If additional research questions emerged over the course of your project execution, please notify the Research Committee if you would like to see them added to our research needs list.

Please contact the Research Committee with any additional comments, concerns, or recommendations at asteeresearch@gmail.com. 

